


Optional Programming 
Curator’s Tour – Cassils: Movement
Curator Jacqueline Bell brought attendees on a tour of the Cassils: Movement exhibition at the Banff 
Centre’s Walter Phillips Gallery. The exhibition was co-curated with Carol A. Stakenas. Movement 
exists in the interstices of performance, photography, sound and light.

Reading from the Slaight Theatre Creation Residency
Playwright Ellen Close and Director Marie Farsi led a live reading of the theatrical adaptation of DUCKS, 
Two Years in the Oils Sands, the bestselling graphic novel by Kate Beaton. The performance was 
brought to life through its cast of talented actors commissioned by the Banff Centre. 

The President’s Dinner - Hosted by the Banff Centre 
The President’s Dinner offered one final opportunity to come together for conversation and to 
commemorate the 2024 Summit. With seemingly endless food options and stunning decor, the 
plenary room was transformed into the perfect space to close-out the Summit. Lively conversations 
filled the air as attendees reflected on their time together and set their sights on future collaborations. 
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Weyni Mengesha, Michael Murray
and Robert Foster

Bruce Thibodeau

Caroline Dromaguet
and Johan Lundh 

Alisa Palmer and Andrea Boyd Celia Smith and Devyani Saltzman 

Michelle Chawla and Irfhan Rawji Clyde Wagner and
Christopher Deacon



2024 Steering Committee

The Canadian Arts Summit Steering Commitee establishes and oversees the vision, 
mission, values, programming direction and long-term strategic priorities of the Summit. 

Anne Chafe

CEO, 
The Rooms

Committee Member

Monica Esteves

Executive Director, 
Canadian Stage Company

Committee Co-chair

Jean-François Bélisle

Director & CEO,
The National Gallery of Canada

Committee Member

Maya Choldin

Executive Director,
Theatre Calgary

Committee Co-chair

Carole Beaulieu

Chair, Board of Trustees, 
Canadian War Museum and 
Canadian History Museum

Committee Member

Robert J. Foster C.M.

Board Chair,
Business / Arts

Committee Member
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Bruce Munro Wright O.B.C.

Board Member,
Vancouver Art Gallery

Committee Member

Committee Member

Alisa Palmer 

Executive Artistic Director of the 
English Section & Director of the 
Acting & Residencies Programs,

National Theatre School of Canada

John G. Hampton

Executive Director & CEO, 
The MacKenzie Art Gallery

Committee Member

Sarah Garton Stanley 

VP of Programming,
Arts Commons

Committee Member

Aubrey Reeves

President & CEO, 
Business / Arts

Committee Member

Paul Laroque

President & CEO,
Arts Umbrella

Committee Member

Mark Williams 

CEO,
Toronto Symphony Orchestra

Committee Member

Mark Wold 

Executive Director, Leadership,
Banff Centre for Arts and Creativity

Committee Member

CANADIAN ARTS SUMMIT

STRATEGIES & ACTIONS FOR CENTRING
ART IN A THRIVING ARTS SECTOR

23



About the Canadian Arts Summit 

In 1998, The Council for Business and the Arts in Canada (now Business / Arts) and the Banff 
Centre for Arts and Creativity invited the board chairs, executive directors and artistic directors of 
20 of Canada’s largest arts organizations to a “Summit”. That first Summit was predicated upon 
the belief that these influential leaders  – volunteers, artists and managers – could, by working 
together, better support Canadian artistic aspirations. 

The Canadian Arts Summit has since grown to become a national leadership forum that enables 
nuanced and candid discussions on the complex issues facing the arts and culture sector in Canada. 
Together, we explore practical solutions, embrace the positive changes currently underway, and 
consider how we can advance into the future. 

ART+PUBLIC UnLtd returned to lead programming in 2024, with a creative and innovative 
approach that encourages active engagement from delegates and arts leaders throughout the 
Summit.
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Business / Arts is a national charitable organization that shows the power of partnership between 
business and arts. Our mission is to champion business investment in the arts and build strong, 
lasting partnerships between the arts, business and government in Canada. 
 
Business / Arts is uniquely positioned to bring together business, private patrons, government and the 
arts, all in the service of supporting the growth of Canada’s arts sector. We focus on three main objectives, 
which are relevant to the business, arts and government sectors, individually and collectively.  

To support and facilitate

Business / Arts facilitates the sharing of much-needed information and resources across the arts 
sector, from our smallest community groups to our largest national organizations, and engages our 
key audiences across business and government.

To share, amplify and advocate

We recognize and celebrate partnerships between business and the arts, profiling exceptional 
leadership in the business and arts community, sharing research, and providing a platform for 
innovative discussion and exchange of ideas. 

To convene and lead

Business / Arts will source opportunities to bring together organizations and people to support the 
arts sector, locally and nationally. 

About Business / Arts
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Founded in 1933, Banff Centre for Arts and Creativity is a learning organization built upon an 
extraordinary legacy of excellence in artistic and creative development. What started as a single 
course in drama has grown to become the global organization leading in arts, culture, and creativity 
across dozens of disciplines. From our home in the stunning Canadian Rocky Mountains, Banff 
Centre for Arts and Creativity aims to inspire everyone who attends our campus – artists, leaders, 
and thinkers – to unleash their creative potential.

About Banff Centre for Arts and Creativity
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